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I've known rivers:

I've known rivers ancient as the world and older than the

     flow of human blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young.

I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep.

I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it.

I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln 

     went down to New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy 

     bosom turn all golden in the sunset.

I've known rivers:

Ancient, dusky rivers.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

Questions: 

1. Tell the point of view of the speaker in the poem, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.”

2. When the speaker says, “I” what culture of American society does this represent? 
3. Several rivers are mentioned throughout the poem. List 3 symbols associated with these rivers










4. On which continent are the all following rivers located?




5. Give either a POSITIVE or a NEGATIVE connection to each of these rivers:

- Euphrates:

- Congo:

- Nile:

- Mississippi:
6. **What comparisons can you draw between the three African rivers and the U.S. river?
a. What do the rivers have in common?
b. What is the difference between the foreign rivers and the domestic river?

7. List three words found in the poem that create mood and help develop theme.

1.

2.

3.

8. What is the metaphor (comparison) that is evident throughout the entire poem?

9. What conflict is described in this poem?

10. What is the author’s purpose in creating this message?

11. (Honors Only)  Read the following themes relevant to the poem – select one theme and describe in 4-5 sentences how it relates to the text.
· Pride:

· Perseverance:

· History and importance of African Culture:
